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modrcs; it is yore1 that I seie the, but now I see the more
dregful and griseliche, that manassest3 destroyenge of this
con tray." This Olyver was thoo8 a kunnyng man of lettrure,
and a man of grete age; but in his yowthe by greet hardynesse
he fondede4 forto flee as a bridde with wynges. I not5 by what
craft he fethered his feet and his hondes, for he wolde flee in
Dedalus his wise; and so he took a fable in stede of a sooth
sawe; and so he stood on a hygh toure, and took the wynde,
and fligh6 the space of a furlong and more. But he was aferd
of the grete strengthe of the wynd and of the whirlewynde, and
[also] on caas7 of his awne8 folie dede, and fel doun; so that he
was lame in his thyhes8 terme of his lyf,
10    CROCODILE TEARS
The romance of medieval natural history is best studied in the
Bestiaries; to these may he added one or two passages from Trevisa's
Bartholomew, Lib. xvm. c. 33, f. 3260; a cento of detached passages.
The cocadrylle is a beaste, and dwelleth in the ryver Nilus,
and his skynne is [so] harde that [he] reccheth not though he be
strongly beten on the backe with stoones, and layeth egges in
the londe that bene greater than goos egges; and his bityng is
venemous, his teeth ben horrybje and strongly shape as a comb
or a sawe, and as a bores tuske. And no beaste that commeth
of soo lyttelle begynnynge wexeth so great as the cocadrylle;
and is a beaste nouryshed in greate glotenye, and eateth ryghte
moche. And soo, whan he is ful, he lyeth by the brynke or by
the clyffe and bloweth for fulnes. If the cocodril findeth a man
by the brim of the water or by the cliffe, he sleeth10 hym if he
may, arid then he wepeth upon hym and swoloweth hym at
the laste.
11     THE REMORA
Trevisa's Bartkolomeb, Lib. XIH. c, 19.
Enchirius is a fishe unnethu a fote longe, and h^the that name
of&rawfcyClevynge; for, though he be ful lytil of body,netheles
he is most of vertue. For he clevith to fee shyppe, and
1 long ago.      * menacest.      * then-     * tried.     6 know not
7 perchance.      * own.      * thighs.      M sUyeth.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